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We’re
banking
on our man

in
British Steel.

Brian Cooke, who will be racing the
famous yacht British Steel, is manager of
our branch in Lower Parkstone, Dorset.
Everyone at National Westminster
wishes him the very best of luck in this
great adventure.

«» National Westminster Bank

Simply there to help



The Observer Singlehanded sailing race
across the Atlantic is the longest,
loneliest and toughest solo voyage
regularly contested — 3,000 miles from
Plymouth to Newport, Rhode Island,
through all the perils of the Western
Ocean and against the prevailing winds
and currents.

This year's race starts at noon on
Saturday 17 June. It is the fourth in
the series which has developed over
the last 12 years from a small, almost
private, contest to a huge international
competition that draws solo sailors
from every corner of the earth.

The first race was in 1960, when
only five boats entered and Francis
Chichester won in his Gipsy Moth IlI.

.
For that race the finish was in New
York and Chichester arrived there 40
days after the start.

In 1964, 15 yachts started and 14
finished. Chichester sailed again in
Gipsy Moth Il but this time was
beaten into second place by a French
Naval Lieutenant named Eric Tabarly

in Pen Duick Il. Tabarly’s boat had
been specially designed for the race
and when he won easily in 27 days
President de Gaulle immediately made
him a Chevalier of the Legion of
Honour.

For the 1968 race the starting fleet

first time there was a woman among
the entrants. There were more single-
handers from overseas countries than
from Britain when the fleet sailed out
of Plymouth Sound on 1 June, but the
winner was a Cornishman, Geoffrey
Williams in his 56-foot ketch, Sir
Thomas Lipton; his time was just under
26 days. In this race most of the fleet
met the full fury of the North Atlantic
at its worst. Only 19 boats reached
Newport and three sank in the attempt.
But there was no loss of life.

The Observer Singlehanded was
originally the brainchild of Lieutenant-
Colonel H. G. ’'Blondie’ Hasler, who
conceived it as a race that would help
to develop new methods of boat
handling and providing comfort for
the lone sailor. Its organisers since
1960 have been the Royal Western
Yacht Club of England at Plymouth.

This year's race sees a very strong
challenge for all the trophies by the
French contingent of 15 yachts. They
are well fancied to take the overall
trophy for the first boat to Newport,
and will be trying hard for the handicap
trophy as well. For this race there is
an additional prize for the first yacht
of 35-feet or less to finish, and here
the French challenge is formidable.

One award the French cannot take
is the Ida Lewis trophy — it goes to
the first American boat home. This
trophy is donated by the Ida Lewis
Yacht Club, who organise the finish at
Newport, and it will be contested by five
singlehanders from the United States.
An important point about the 1972
race is that for the first time both
the yacht and its crew must have
completed a 500-mile qualifying cruise
two months before the start. The aim
has been to ensure that no boat is
improperly prepared for the voyage.
The Observer Singlehanded has be-
come a great international adventure,
The transatlantic crossing remains
difficult and sometimes dangerous, and
every solo sailor who faces that
challenge deserves the respect of every-
one who follows their progress across
3,000 miles of unpredictable ocean.

The Observer and the Royal Western Yacht Club of
England gratefully acknowiedge that this race would not
have been possible without the considerable help of The
Flag Officer, Plymouth and the Royal Mavy, the Air
Commander, Southern Maritime Air Region and the Royal
Air Force, the Canadian Forces, the Lord Mayor and
Corporation of the City of Plymouth, the International &
Maritime Telecommunications Region, Wireless Telegraph
Section of the Post Office, the Meterological Office, the
British Transport Docks Board (Millboy Docks, Plymouth),
H.M. Coastguard, the United States Coast Guard, Lloyd's
of London, the lda Lewis Yacht Club and the Part O'Call
Marina, Newport, Rhode lsland and many other organisa-
tians and individuals
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Robert Clark, designer of Sir Thomas
Lipton, Gypsy Moth V and British
Steel, and John Powell of Sparlight
have that special rapport that only
comes from many years of friendship.
They are both concerned with the
problems set by men trying to sail
larger and larger yachts single handed.
Here at Robert Clark’s home in
London, they discuss a solution to
downwind sailing.

‘John: Both Francis Chichester and Chay
Blyth had running booms 25° long and 3"
diameter of a size and weight that we agree
is about as much as one man can handle.
Yet both chaps broke those booms, not only
in anger, but when they were stowed

on deck.

Robert: Yes, Francis said that his was bent
when on deck by the weight of the sea
John: It’s obvious that in that size of boat
the booms have to be stronger and then
weight presents a real handling problem.
And as boats for single handers are getting
even bigger, 120" long in one case, we've got
to come up with some gear to enable a man
10 cope.

Robert: One way is to have the pole
attached to its cup at deck level. You hoist
the cup up the mast on a track till the
outboard end of the boom is near the heel of
the mast. Then hoist away on the topping
liftand so on . . . From a designer’s point of
view that is easier said than done. You have

to design the middle half of the deck for a
clear space in which to operate.

The best plan is, I think, to set up, at the
foremost guardrail stanchion, a six foot high
crutch in which you can rest the pole and
slide it forward with reasonable control.
John: That way you’re more or less just
balancing the boom with little weight to
deal with.

Robert: . . . and then you make the pole
fast on the mast in the usual way. I've
actually tried this and found it dead easy.
Now the next thing which is most important
is to discard all thoughts which derive from
the spinnaker. With a spinnaker, in even a
small boat, you need 3 people in the cockpit.
You couldn’t possibly put a spinnaker up
and turn in. You want something more akin
to the square rigged ship.

John: How do you rig the sail then ?

Robert: Well, you have two jack stays
running up from the deck just forward of
the mast and you run the luff of each sail up
these. Then just haul out your clew to a
block on the end of the boom. All that’s
quite simple and providing booms are
swung forward about 30 degrees you can
leave the helm entirely and the ship will

sail herself.

For fast downwind sailing the area of
canvas needs to be large. Many helmsmen
tend to err too much on the side of caution
when using twin headsails.

John: And what if it comes on to blow and
you come to get the sail in. How do you stop
it flogging itself to shreads ?

Robert: We all know it’s lovely torunina
strong breeze and it’s all right while
everything's set, but the cleverest of us
suddenly realise it’s Blowing a sight harder
than we thought. It seems fine so long as
you don’t touch anything but the moment
you do all hell is let loose,

Well, now we come to the crux of the
system. You've got the full blast of a gale in
these sails — how do you get them in ? Now
it’s back to square rig thinking. I would
have brailing lines — the lot, Check the
outhauls, haul on the brailing lines to make
a sausage of each sail and then simply

drop it.

John: Even a twenty five foot pole is a
bloody great thing for one man to handle on
a reeling deck and we must provide the gear
to help him. All we want now is the
opportunity to go to sea and try your idea in
practice, Robert.

Robert: With larger single handed craft

in the offing, it’s a problem we must

solve, John.

‘A 25 foot pole is a
bloody great thing on a
reeling deck’




THE OBSERVER SINGLEHANDED 1972

HULL DESIGNS
AND
SAIL SHAPES

The Observer Singlehanded is
unigue among sailing competitions
in that there are no rules about
the size or shape of boat. Con-
ventional monohulls fight it out
with catamarans and trimarans,
and any combination of sail shape
and hull length is possible. The
fleet which sails out of Plymouth
on 17 June will range from a
tiny sloop of 19 feet length to a
huge three-masted schooner of
128 feet overall, and a wide variety
of multihull boats will sail along-
side various monohull designs.

A sloop has one mast and one
sail for'ard of it. A cutter is similar,
but has two for'ard sails. A ketch
has two masts with the front one
larger and the helmsman steers
from behind the mizzen or rear-
ward mast. A yawl looks almost
the same except that the helms-
man steers from between the masts.
A boat using Chinese lugsails makes
up in ease of sail-handling for
what it loses in ability to sail into
the wind. A schooner has two or
three masts of approximately
equal height.

Ny v %L
MONOHULL CATAMARAN
PROA TRIMARAN

CUTTER

SLOOP

CHINESE LUGSAIL

SCHOONER




PEOPLE RELY ON

RATSEY & LAPTHORN Ltd
the sailmakers

MEDINA ROAD, COWES, |.0.W., ENGLAND. COWES 4051
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THE OBSERVER SINGLEHANDED 1972/ LIST OF COMPETITORS

AR aahunan

YACHT

FRANCETTE
LEEN VALLEY VENTURER
SHAMAAL

MARY KATE OF ARUN
TRUMPETER
BRISTOL FASHION
STRONGBOW
NAMAR IV
THREE CHEERS
POLONEZ

CHICA BOBA
TULOA

TAHITI BILL
BRITISH STEEL
BLUE SMOKE
MERSEA PEARL
NIKE

SECOND LIFE
KOMODOR
FLYING ANGEL
MYTH OF MALHAM
OLVA |1
MIRANDA
GAZELLE

PEN DUICK IV
LAURIC

JESTER

WILLING GRIFFIN
ARCHITEUTHIS
LA BAMBA OF MERSEA
CASPER
SURPRISE

CAP 33

TINIE

WHISPER

WHITE LADY
BLUE GIPSY

MEX

VENDREDI 13
RON GLAS
SUMMERSONG
ISLES DU FRIOUL
PS5

GIPSY MOTH Vv
BINKIE Il

ALOA |

ALOA VII

LADY OF FLEET
SCUFFLER 111
GOLDEN VANITY
JUSTA LISTANG
WHITE DOLPHIN
CAMBRONNE
TOUCAN

ONYX
CONCORDE

WILD ROCKET
SAGITTARIO
TANG'O

*CAT — CATAMARAN; TRI

SAIL NO.

CoOo~NoOOsQN=

CREW

ERIC SUMNER

JOHN BESWICK
RICHARD CLIFFORD
PAT CHILTON

PHILIP WELD

MAX BARTON

MARTIN MINTER-KEMP
EDOARDO GUZZETTI
TOM FOLLETT

CHRIS BARANOWSKI
CARLO MASCHERONI
HARRY MITCHELL
BILL HOWELL

BRIAN COOKE

GUY HORNETT

BOB MILLER
RICHARD KONKOLSK1
GERARD DIJKSTRA
TERESA REMISZEWSKA
JOCK BRAZIEHR
JEAN-PIERRE LEVAIRE
OSCAR DEBRA
ZBIGNIEW PUCHALSKI
RRUCE WEBB

ALAIN COLAS
CHRISTOPHER ELLIOTT
MICHAEL RICHEY
DAVID BLAGDEN
GERARD PESTEY
JOHN HOLTOM
MARTIN WILLS
AMBROGIO FOGAR
JEAN-MARIE VIDAL
HEIKO KRIEGER

JIM FERRIS

HUBERT BARGHOLTZ
ROBERT LANCY BURN
CLAUS HEHNER

JEAN YVES TERLAIN
JOCK McLEOD
ANDREW SPEDDING
MARC LINSKI

ANNE MICHAILOF

SIR FRANCIS CHICHESTER
MIKE McMULLEN
YVES OLIVAUX
MARIE-CLAUDE FAUROUX
MURRAY SAYLE
JERRY CARTWRIGHT
PETER CROWTHER
BOB SALMON

WOLF KIRCHNER
GUY PIAZZINI

ALAIN GLIKSMAN
EUGENE RIGUIDEL
PIERRE CHASSIN
JOEL CHARPENTIER
FRANCO FAGGIONI
GERARD CURVELIER

NATIONALITY

BRITISH
BRITISH
BRITISH
BRITISH
AMERICAN
BRITISH
BRITISH
ITALIAN
AMERICAN
POLISH
ITALIAN
BRITISH
AUSTRALIAN
BRITISH
BRITISH
BRITISH
CZECH
DUTCH
POLISH
BRITISH
FRENCH
BELGIAN
POLISH
BRITISH
FRENCH
BRITISH
BRITISH
BRITISH
FRENCH
BRITISH
BRITISH
ITALIAN
FRENCH
W, GERMAN
AMERICAN
SWEDISH
AMERICAN
W. GERMAN
FRENCH
ERITISH
BRITISH
FRENCH
FRENCH
BRITISH
BRITISH
FRENCH
FRENCH
AUSTRALIAN
AMERICAN
BRITISH
BRITISH
W. GERMAN
FRENCH
FRENCH
FRENCH
FRENCH
FRENCH
ITALIAN
FRENCH

— TRIMARAN; ALL OTHER YACHTS ARE MONOHULLS

LENGTH AND RIG

25.4 ft SLOOP

43.8 ft SLOOP/TRI*
25.8 ft SLOOP

38.0 ft SLOOP

44.0 ft SLOOP/TRI*
24.8 ft SLOOP

65.0 ft CUTTER
32.6 ft SLOOP

46.0 ft YAWL/TRI*
45.2 ft KETCH

41.0 ft KETCH

33.0 ft SLOOP

43.0 ft SLOOP/CAT*
59.0 ft KETCH

26.0 ft SLOOP

43.0 ft SLOOP

22.5 ft YAWL

71.0 ft KETCH

42.0 ft YAWL

46.0 ft KETCH

39.7 ft CUTTER
46.0 ft KETCH

38.8 ft SLOOP

47.5 ft SCHOONER
70.0 ft KETCH/TRI*
34.0 ft SLOOP

25.0 ft CHINESE LUG
19.0 ft SLOOP

55.0 ft KETCH/TRI*
33.7 ft SLOOP

31.0 ft SLOOP

38.2 ft SLOOP

52.9 ft KETCH/TRI*
29.2 ft SLOOP

53.5 ft KETCH

32.2 ft SLOOP

28.0 ft SLOOP

35.0 ft SLOOP

128.0 ft SCHOONER

47.0 ft CHINESE LUG
28.0 ft SLOOP

47.9 ft SLOOP

30.6 ft SLOOP

57.0 ft KETCH

32.0 ft SLOOP

34.8 ft SLOOP

34.8 ft SLOOP

41.0 ft KETCH/CAT*
32.4 ft CUTTER

38.0 ft GAFF CUTTER
24.8 ft SLOOP

32.3 ft SLOOP

45,5 ft KETCH

34.5 ft SLOOP

42.8 ft SLOOF

443 ft SLOOP

63.0 ft SCHOONER
50.7 ft CUTTER

21.0 ft SLOOP
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ERIC SUMNER

Francette

Eric Sumner comes from Preston.
A dyed-in-the-wool Lancastrian,
he hopes very much to get back
from Newport in time for the
Preston Guild Week — a rarely
held festival which dates back to
the Middle Ages.

Sumner, 37, is sailing Francette,

a 25-foot Folkboat. For all his
keenness, in such a small craft he
has little hope of winning any of
the prizes. Lieutenant-Commander
(SCC) Sumner, RNR, to give him
his official title, is Offshore Sail
Training Officer for the north-west
area of the Sea Cadet Corps, and
his boat is the Sea Cadet Corps’
official entry.
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JOHN BESWICK

Leen Valley Venturer

~y

John Beswick runs a garage near
Nottingham and sells fast cars. His
boat is fast too.

Leen Valley Venturer is a 42-
foot trimaran which John Beswick
built in his back garden to a Derek
Kelsall design. It took him 18
months and 2,000 man-hours, but
he thinks it was time well spent.
‘It's light, strong and rigid’, he
says. ‘It moves in the lightest of
breezes.’

Home-built Leen Valley Venturer
is professionally finished, and its
floats impressively water-tight.
‘My Bilge pump in this boat has
been nothing more than a sponge’,
says Beswick.



RICHARD CLIFFORD

Shamaal

Service ranks featured strongly in
the early entrants for this year's
Observer Singlehanded. Richard
Clifford was the first serving offi-
cer to enter his name. He isa
lieutenant of the Royal Marines,
stationed near Poole with the
Marines' Amphibious Training Unit.
He is also a very experienced
yachtsman and member of the
Royal Marines Sailing Club.

Lt. Clifford's yacht is Shamaal,

a 26 foot boat from the successful
range of Contessa cruiser-racers
built by J. C. Rogers at Lymington.
Shamaal is a sloop with a beam

of 7.3 feet, and displacement of

of 3.3 tons. Its euphonious name
is the Arabic for North Wind. As
well as other boats of about the
same size, it will be competing
hotly with Lt. Mike McMullen's
Binkie Il. Both crews are Marine
officers, both boats Contessas from
the same yard. But Clifford has
the sterner task, because
McMullen's boat is the 32-foot
Contessa.

1
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PAT CHILTON
Mary Kate of Arun

Pat Chilton is a recently retired
naval captain who served for 32
vears in the Fleet Air Arm —as a
fighter pilot during the war and later
as a test pilot. Now 51, Laptain
Chilton had gained 10 years of ofi
shore sailing experience before he
took delivery of a glassfibre hull
designed by John Alden which he
fitted out and rigged himself with
help from Hillyard's of Littlehamp-
ton. Mary Kate of Arun was com-
pleted only in the early part of
this year. It measures 38 feet
overall and its beam is 10% feet
with a displacement of 7.1 tons.

It is sloop rigged. Soon after

its completion Captain Chilton
made his qualifying cruise, sailing
from the Eddystone Light out into
the Atlantic and back to Brixham
where he now lives.

PHILIP WELD

Trumpeter

Philip Weld's trimaran Trumpeter
is very similar to John Beswick's
Leen Valley Venturer, but a
couple of feet longer. Weld is a
newspaper publisher from
Gloucester, Massachusetts, and
he decided to enter the single-
handed race after sailing
Trumpeter to third place on
elapsed time in the 1970 Round
Britain. He has always been a
multihull enthusiast, starting with
‘C" and ‘D’ class catamarans and
working up to his present Derek

Max Barton/Bristol Fashion

Philip Weld/Trumpeter

Kelsall designed boat. Weld is one
of the few competitors who are
eligible for the Ida Lewis trophy,
awarded to the first American to
arrive at Newport,

Trumpeter is a sloop-rigged
trimaran, measuring 44 feet
overall. It was built in 1970.

MAX BARTON
Bristol Fashion

. |

Max Barton's cruiser-racer Bristol
Fashion was launched at Burnham-
on-Crouch on 14 September last
year. Just two days later its
owner sailed out of Burnham into
the North Sea on his gqualifying
cruise for this year's Observer
Singlehanded. There's no time
wasted with this man.

Squadron- Leader Barton lives

at Frenchay, near Bristol, and 1s
project co-ordinator on Concord
Mow 47, Barton learnt to sail in
the early 1950's, and about 10
years ago built a junk-rigged tri-
maran in his back garden. He also
gained considerable off-shore ex-
perience by crewing in the RAF's
successful yacht, Contrail.

Bristol Fashion 1s one of the
smaller boats in the race, a sloop
measuring nearly 29 feet overall
and displacing only 1% tons.

MARTIN MINTER-KEMP
Strongbow

‘Remember, I'm going to be living
in a tube train’, says Martin Minter
Kemp about what it will feel like
to sail across the Atlantic in a 65-



foot cutter with a beam of just

10 feet. Strongbow is very much

a yacht designed specially for this
race. Despite its great length it
displaces only 8 tons and is an
extension of the designing ideas

of Michael Pipe, who was responsible
for the unusual sloop Slithy Tove,
which caused such a stir in the 1970
Round Britain race. He says, ‘| want
to build monchulls light enough to
go tearing off the wind like multi-
hulls and still go well to windward'.
Minter-Kemp, who commissioned
the boat from Pipe and its builder
Paul Weycham, is a 36-year-old
major in the Royal Welch Fusiliers.
He competed in the 1968 Observer
Singlehanded in the fast trimaran
Gancia Girl and came seventh in
34% days.

.
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EDOARDO GUZZETTI
Namar IV

Edoardo Guzzetti runs a garage
in Saronno, between Milan and
the Italian Lakes., He has raced
regularly in the Mediterranean
over the last 10 years, and
skippered Namar IV in the 1971
Cape Town to Rio race. This is
one of the Karate class of cruiser-
racers designed by Michel Bigoin
and built at the CNSO shipyards
in France, where it was launched
in 1970.

Martin Minter-Kemp/Strongbow

Edoardo Guzzetti/Namar IV

13
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TOM FOLLETT

Three Cheers

There is a double significance to
the name Three Cheers. First, Tom
Follett sailed a proa called Cheers
to Newport in the 1968 Observer
Singlehanded, so when he appears
with a trimaran for the 1972 race,
it is not surprising that it should
become Three Cheers. Then, second,
there could be one cheer each for
the three happy collaborators who
form Project Cheers — Follett
himself, yacht designer Dick New-
ick, and backer Jim Marris. This
team of Americans achieved a well-
deserved third place with their proa
in 1968. They now plan to take
victory honours with this new 46-
foot yawl-rigged trimaran. Built

in Dick Newick’s yard in the Virgin
Istands, Three Cheers is constructed
of cold-moulded plywood, and
Follett says the boat is "hopefully
so light that it will skim along the
top of the water'. His hopes seem
to have been fulfilled, for in trials
Three Cheers frequently recorded
speeds of over 25 knots. Four
years ago Follett sailed the Azores
route and found such favourable
winds that he tacked little and
actually travelled fewer sea miles
than competitors on the Great
Circle route. But he suspects he
may have been lucky, and this

time his plan is to take the short-
est line between Plymouth and
Newport.

CHRIS BARANOWSKI

Polonez

When the Royal Western Yacht
Club accepted Chris Baranowski's
entry for the 1972 Observer Single-
handed they opened a new chapter
in the history of the race, for

Polonez was the first entry from

Tom Follett/Three Cheers



behind the Iron Curtain in any of
the four races since 1960, Bara-
nowski, 34, is a journalist on the
Trybuna Ludu in Warsaw - Poland's
highest circulation newspaper. He
is also a television personality in
Poland, and the name Polonez was
chosen by the children who watch
his programme every month.
Polonez is a ketch-rigged cruiser-
racer built last year. It measures
45-feet overall and displaces 11.6
tons. When Polonez and its crew
arrive in America there should be
no problems with language, for
Baranowski hitchhiked all over
Canada and the United States as a
student.

CARLO MASCHERONI
Chica Boba

Carlo Mascheroni, who will be
sailing Chica Boba, was born at
Monza, the town just north of
Milan where the Italian motor
racing Grand Prix is held. He is a
lawyer. Senor Mascheroni learnt
to sail in dinghies about 20 years
ago, graduating to off-shore cruis-
ing and racing some years later. In
1970 he and his partner Diogini
Malingri di Bagnolo sailed a class
boat Arpege called Nina Boba from
Gibraltar to Savanna, Georgia, That
took only 39 days.

Chica Boba belongs to the
Sortilége class designed and built by
Michel du Four at La Rochelle in
France. Ketch-rigged, it is 41-feet
overall and displaces nearly 9 tons.

Chris Baranowski/Polonez

Carlo Mascheroni/Chica Boba I
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Harry Mitchell/Tuloa

Bill Howell/Tahiti Bill

HARRY MITCHELL

Tuloa

It is typical of Harry Mitchell that
he calls himself a garage mechanic
when he is in fact a partner in a
car hire firm, in Portsmouth. A
modest man, he first bought Tuloa
in 1963 and was content at first to
cruise to the Channel Islands. Then
he ventured into the Bay of Biscay,
and in 1970 made his qualifying
cruise for this year's transatlantic
race by sailing from the Hamble to
Lisbon and returning singlehanded,
covering more than 1,600 miles on
the round trip. Tuloa is a com-
fortable cruiser-racer built at Cross-
haven in Ireland. It is sloop-rigged
and measures 33 feet overall and
24 feet on the waterline. Its dis-
placement is 5.5 tons.
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BILL HOWELL
Tahiti Bill

Bill Howell, an Australian dentist
now living in London, hopes that
the 1972 Observer Singlehanded
will be third time lucky for him.
He competed in 1964 and in 1968,
when he sailed Golden Cockerel
(now renamed Tahiti Bill) to fifth
place. It's a 43-foot catamaran
designed by Rudi Choy, and
Howell expects it to go much faster
this time. Its hull is much smoother,
its rig has been changed from

ketch to sloop, and it is lighter than
ever before.

Certainly if experience will win

the 1972 race, Bill Howell must be
the first home. As well as three
solo crossings on the Atlantic, he
has also sailed the Pacific single-
handed — hence his nickname
Tahiti Bill, A fine seaman, and a
tough competitor.

e
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BRIAN COOKE

British Steel
Brian Cooke would be the first to
admit that his yacht is better
known than he is, for British Steel
is the same 59-foot steel-hulled
ketch which Chay Blyth sailed

Brian Cooke/British Steel
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singlehanded, non-stop round the
world against the prevailing winds
and currents. Nevertheless, this
modest bank manager from Park-
stone in Dorset is justly respected
in the world of yachting because
he competed in the 1968 Observer
Singlehanded and managed to
finish sixth in a 32-foot sloop
‘called Opus, well ahead of many
much bigger boats, Though he
now works for the National West-
minster (and is vice-commodore of
the bank'’s sailing club) Cooke has
plenty of experience of the sea to
draw upon. He was in the Merchant
Navy for many years and has con-
siderable dinghy and off-shore
racing experience, British Steel is
three feet longer than Sir Thomas
Lipton, which Geoffrey Williams
sailed to victory in just under 26
days in the 1968 race. Cooke has
set himself two targets: to beat that
record and to be first into Newport.

There is a vast difference between
putting to sea in a huge Polaris
submarine and setting sail for
America singlehanded in a 26-foot
family cruiser, bilge keels and all.
This is the contrast facing Guy
Hornett, a serving lieutenant in the
Royal Navy. Blue Smoke is a King-
fisher 26, basically designed for
pottering about in estuaries or per-
haps a summer sail to Cherbourg,
but it went well in the 1970
Round Britain race (finishing
second on handicap) with Mike
Parry and Guy Hornett as its crew.
Now the young submariner will
sail it to Newport. It will be a
considerable change from tending
nuclear engines deep below the

surface.

17
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BOB MILLER
Mersea Pearl

Bob Miller is much better known
as the smartly-turned-out band
leader who conducts the Millermen
than as the devoted weekend sailor
who moved his home to West
Mersea so that he could spend as
much of his precious spare time

as possible sailing. For this race

he has acquired the Dick Carter
designed sloop which started life
as Rabbit 1l and won its class
convincingly in the Fastnet race
of 1967. The yacht has had three
changes of name since then and
has been owned by Ron Amey
and David Powell, both well known
in the off-shore racing world. Bob
Miller has been off-shore sailing
for four years. He finds it a re-
freshing contrast to the band
leader’s hectic one-night stands.

It also means that he is out of
reach of the telephone when he

is trying to recover from a particu-
larly harassing run of engagements
around the country. His new
yacht measures 43 feet overall and
has a beam of 12 feet. It desplaces
7 tons.

RICHARD KONKOLSKI
Niké

The first Czech to enter for an
Observer Singlehanded, Richard
Konkolski, is sailing a boat he de-
signed and built himself. Konkolski
is an engineer in a chemical factory
at Novy Bohumin. He started sail-
ing dinghies in 1958 and in 1966
began ocean racing on Polish
yachts in the Baltic. By logging

over 7,000 miles in open water, he
has gained the Czech certificate
Blue Water Master. Niké is a 22.6
foot yawl measuring 20.8 feet on
the waterline. It displaces 1.7
tons. Not all Konkolski's experi-
ence has been in the Baltic. To
qualify for the 1972 Observer
Race he sailed Niké from the Baltic
to Newcastle, returning single-
handed. He sailed a total of more
than 1,600 miles without using
self-steering gear.
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GERARD DIJKSTRA

Second Life

When Robin Knox-Johnston and
Leslie Williams finished first in the
1970 Round Britain race, their
hands were raw and their eyes
showed a deep fatigue. This caused
little surprise among those at the
finish, for hadn’t these two been
handling an enormous ocean-going
yacht that really required a crew
of eight at least? That yacht was
Ocean Spirit, an Ocean ‘71 class
boat. Now here is the young Dutch-
man Dijkstra planning to sail a
similar boat singlehanded across
the Atlantic. Can it be done? He
seems confident. Dijkstra, 27, is

an Amsterdam yacht sails and
fittings designer. He will be putting
into practice several of his own
theories in Second Life.

TERESA REMISZEWSKA

Komodor

Teresa Remiszewska was the first

woman entrant to be accepted for
the 1972 Observer Singlehanded.

She is also the first woman sailor

to have entered this race who

comes from behind the Iron Cur-

tain. She lives in Gdynia, on the
Baltic coast of Poland, where she
is an official of the shipyard.
Madame Remiszewska learnt to
sail with her sister just after the
war, and has passed all the yachting
examinations set by the Polish
authorities, so that she is now a
qualified yacht master, and can
skipper ocean cruisers. In 1970
she became the first Polish woman
ever to sail singlehanded on a long
cruise, and a year later she quali-
fied for the Observer race in the
Baltic, Her yacht, Komodor, is
owned by the yacht club Morski
Kolwica and is supported by the
Polish Yachting Association.
Komodor was designed and built
at the Gdansk yacht yard in 1966.
It measures 42.6 feet overall and
displaces 8 tons.

JOCK BRAZIER
Flying Angel

Lt. Colonel P. H. Brazier, Royal
Engineers, is one of the two
serving officers in the British Army
who have entered for the 1972
Observer Singlehanded. Jock Brazier
will be sailing his 46-foot ketch
Flying Angel, in which he made his
qualifying cruise in the North Sea.

JEAN-PIERRE LEVAIRE
Myth of Malham

Myth of Malham is a gracious old
ocean racing boat built in 1947,
and was at one time a member of
John lllingworth’s Malham fleet.
This is the second time it has been
sailed in an Observer Singlehanded
race for it competed four years ago
with its then English owner Noel
Bevan at the helm. Despite the fact
that it was very much caught up in
the storm which swept through the
leaders that year Noel Bevan kept
his boat with the front pack and
was delighted to finish eighth in just
over 36 days, even though he had
lost six days in calms along the
Eastern American seaboard. Now
Myth of Malham is sailing the
French flag and Jean-Pierre Levaire,
an experienced seaman, will be out
to prove that it is still as fast as it

is graceful.
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Bob Miller/Mersea Pearl

Richard Konkolski/Niké

e

o |



Gerard Dijkstra/Second Life

Teresa Remiszewska/Komodor
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OSCAR DEBRA
Olva 11

Oscar Debra is the first Belgian to
enter for any Observer Singlehanded
Race. Aged 42, he was born in
Antwerp and now lives at Schoten.
He comes from a long line of seamen
and for the last 13 years has sailed

a wide variety of boats. He bought
QOlva Il in 1968, hoping to compete
in the last Observer Singlehanded,
but there was not time to get it
ready. Olva Il is ketch rigged on a
glass fibre hull designed by Colin
Archer. It was built at the
Mallentjer Yard in Antwerp and
measures 46 feet overall with a
beam of 12 feet and displacement
of 16 tons. Monsieur Debra com-
pleted his qualifying cruise in the
North Sea.

ZBIGNIEW PUCHALSKI
Miranda

The name of Zbigniew Puchalski's
boat is a tribute to Sir Francis
Chichester, who called his self-
steering gear Miranda when he
sailed Gipsy Moth 111 in the first
two Observer Singlehanded races.
Miranda is similar in size to the
yacht which won the 1960 race,
measuring 39 feet overall with a
beam of 8 feet, but it is unlikely
to match Francis Chichester's
success, for it is 36 years old

and actually sank four years ago.
Mr. Puchalski had to rescue it
and put a glass fibre covering on
the old hull as well as rebuilding
the cabin and supplying a com-
plete new rig. Not as difficult as
it may sound, for this 38-year-old
Pole works in a shipyard at
Gdynia; he is in charge of the
computer-programmed modernisa-
tion plan. Puchalski is very fond
of his antiquated boat: ‘Like a
beautiful woman you marry, |
know all her defects and | love

her just the same’, he says.

&
Zbigniew Puchalski/Miranda
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