
In the early 1970s, John Ollins, a fan of lightweight multi-
hulls, met Dick Newick - the designer of the proa “Cheers”
and many other magical racers - in the British Virgin Islands.

The pair immediately got along, and started work on an exci-
ting project: designing a kit to allow Hobie 16 owners to sail
a quick yet safe trimaran.  The central hull, initially built in
epoxy plywood - using the Goujeon Brothers’ West System
process - is typical of Newick’s plans, with its very banana-
shaped bow, U-shaped hull and rounded coachroof.  The boat
met with immediate success in the United States, and soon
became available in polyester.  The story might have ended in
the States too, but then along came Jacques Dewez, who

had gone from being a fighter pilot, to being owner of the tri-
maran Gordano Goose, then a racing driver, and in 1982
became a real estate developer:  in southern Corsica he sold
villas overlooking a 
bay, and offered every
customer a yellow Tre-
molino!  In all, 18 units
were built in Corsica.
Over the years the
Tremolino filled out a lit-
tle, to fit the floats and
rig of the Hobie 18.
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Tremolino

When the kids have
grown out of their
Hobie, what happens?
And what if they now
want to sail with their
children? The brilliant
Dick Newick designed
them a central hull to
fit their beach cat…
Clever, eh?

Dick, I need three hulls…
can you help?

Text and photos: Emmanuel van Deth
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With a draft of only 33cm, the Newick
design can be beached or dried out in
complete safety.  Let’s hit the beach…
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Finally, Dick Newick designed the
famous, much stronger, half-moon
floats.

THE MAGICAL STAMP OF DICK NEWICK

The model we’re looking at today belongs
to Pierre Calmon.  A fan of older racing
multihulls, he is an active member of the
Golden Oldies Association.  He has been
involved in many rebuilds, as well as deli-
veries (always epic) of wrecks back to
boatyards.  This is the reason that today
Pierre happens to be one of the owners
of Gordano Goose - developer Jacques
Dewez’s boat.  Get the picture?
On our test boat, the very narrow central
hull features a center cockpit - ideal for
weight distribution.  The seats are made
from waterproof fabric, and are an exten-
sion of the standard trampolines.  At both
the forward and aft ends of the cockpit
there are companionways, with both lea-
ding to a mini-cabin, which, while water-
tight, is fairly small.  There is a little more
space forward, with 1.25 meters of hea-
droom.  Each cabin can basically accom-
modate one sleeper.  So what if you are

sailing as a couple?  All you can do is
pitch a tent on one of the trampolines,
but ensure that you  put something
buoyant under the outboard hull, other-
wise you’ll be keeling over!  Ironic for a
multihull!  Pierre and his wife, who have
been cruising on the Costa Brava for a
long time, have ended up sleeping on the
beach.  You have been warned…
Our host’s Tremolino is definitely a first
generation model, built at the SCIM yard
in Corsica.  It was in a semi-abandoned
state, and its owner let it go for €1,500.
The boat was in such a state, that the
first thing the new owners did after
buying it was to take it through a car-
wash…

PLANKED IN PLYWOOD AND EPOXY

Following a close inspection, it turned out
that the cockpit sole was completely rot-
ten: no ventilation and polyurethane foam:
not very conducive to the longevity of the
wood.  Another weak point in the structure
was the fixings of the bunks, which allo-
wed water in.  But thanks to the fact that
Pierre works with resins, he wasn’t fazed
by the job, which consisted of scarfing-in
new boards in areas where the old ones
were rotten. Each  piece was cut to size
with beveled edges and then epoxy glued
to good wood with a matching bevel.  A
layer of cloth and epoxy on the inside and
the outside then protects the wood from
attack.  During the winter of 2010/2011, the
restoration progressed quietly… and then
the pace picked up the following spring:
“My sleep patterns revolved around the
epoxy curing times!”  As Pierre had promi-
sed himself he would be sailing by the
summer… he got on with it!  His Tremolino
is fitted with half-moon floats and rig from
a Hobie 18 - only 3m² more, but with a
slender mast for better upwind work.
In Hendaye Bay, France, 5-6 knots of wind
was enough to get us moving, and we
were soon matching  the windspeed.  The
boat slipped through the water with ease,
and was responsive to the slightest move-
ment of the tiller. No need to worry about
tacking, the Tremolino turns on the spot
and picks up again nicely and predictably.
The same goes for when coming alongside
a dock or picking up a mooring ball, which
could easily be achieved without resorting

to the motor.  “Before we broke the old
mast, off Cadaqués, Spain, shoved along
under spinnaker by a strong southwesterly,
we were storming along at more than 16
knots!” laughs Pierre.  This, when the boat
was fully loaded and with 4 people on
board!  The rig and fittings are simple: after
five minutes none of the lines or jammers
will confuse you.  We venture in close to
the Ile aux Oiseaux: no danger here with a
daggerboard, as the casing is fitted with a
crash-box system (a simple foam block!) -
easy to put back in place.  No damage to
worry about, even in the event of it tou-
ching the bottom.  There is just one minor
drawback: even though the boat is trailable
behind most average cars, rigging it toge-
ther can account for 4 to 5 hours… which
could knock the enjoyment out of a week-
end’s sail.  The Tremolino is a trimaran,
which is simultaneously  vintage, accessi-
ble and exciting. A combination that  you
don’t find too often!  All that remains is for
you to unearth one someplace:  they can
be found everywhere in the US, less so in
Europe.  Alternatively, why not build one
yourself?
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1- Thanks to its favorable sail area to weight
ratio (the central hull weighs less than 200kg)
the Tremolino slips through the water at over 5
knots in the slightest breath of wind.  It can
exceed 18 knots very comfortably!

2- The cockpit consists of two benches made
from waterproof fabric.  
Verdict:  very comfortable, but ultimately damp

3- A single bunk forward, and another aft...
couples may turn their noses up at the idea!
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POINTS TO CHECK

There’s nothing to report concerning 
the polyester central hulls or the

American-built “half-moon” floats - except
that they will be heavier.  The same goes

for parts originating from the Hobie factory.
Watch out for the aluminum crossbeams
which may be suffering from electrolysis
after 20 to 30 years.  The gooseneck fit-
ting is also likely to be tired.  The central

hulls built in plywood-epoxy - made 
by several different yards, as well as 

by home-builders - are much more 
durable than those built without epoxy
treatment.  Nevertheless, boats which
have been stored outside will often be 

suffering: stagnant water and a lack 
of ventilation create ideal conditions for

rot, so be careful.  That said, with a 
few scarfed planks, the Tremolino 

remains repairable.

SPECIFICATIONS
Central hull material: polyester or epoxy plywood
Yard: Tremolino Boat Company, USA
Year: 300 models built since 1974
Designer: Dick Newick
Length overall: 6.95 meters
Waterline length: 6.40 meters
Beam: 5.00 meters
Light displacement: 363kg
Draft: 33cm - 1.32 meters
Sail area: 20.26m2
Mainsail: 15.14m2
Jib: 5.12m2
Motor: 2 to 4 hp outboard
Secondhand price: €4,000

◆ No access provided for swimming
◆ No double berth
◆ Laborious to dismantle

◆ Responsive and playful
◆ Uses parts from a leading brand
◆ Very little draft
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